
REPORT OF THE 
LIONS FOURTH DISTRICT STUDENT SPEAKERS FOUNDATION, INC. 

FOR THE ELEVEN MONTHS ENDED May 31, 2022. 
 
 
Contributions from the Districts for eleven (11) months ended May 31, 2022, are $62,150.00.  
The contributions are slowly coming back and a big thank you to ALL Cubs and Lions who are 
assisting in donations. 
 
So far for the eleven months of our Lions’ year twelve (12) students used all or part of their 
earned scholarships, which totaled $47,068, which is approximately $20,000 more than last 
year at this time. 
 
Scholarships awarded but not yet paid is $427,783 for 77 students.  This does include the 
$103,500 awarded during the 2021-2022 Lions’ year.  
 
Even though our donations have really dropped this year, the four (4) Fellowships continue to 
be a very meaningful way to honor Lions and others.  There is also a Fellowship lapel pin that is 
sent to each recipient. Lions are honored with an All-Fellows Pin, for having all four (4) 
Fellowships.  Those Lions who were awarded the first All Fellows Pin during the eleven months 
of the 2021-2022 year include: PDG Duke Dunham-4-C3, Lion Charlie Burnham-4-A3, Lion 
Kenneth Berner-4-C3, Lion Cathy Spinelle-4-C6, Lion Sonia Sawit-4-L3, and Lion Denise Kelly-
4-C4.   
 
There is also a second, third and fourth All Fellows that can be achieved.  Congratulations to:  
DGE Farideh Monghate-4-L3 for obtaining her 2nd All Fellows; DGE Melinda Blaza-4-C6, and 
PDG Sid Sioson-4-L3,obtaining their 3rd All Fellows; PDG Chris Ohrmund-4-L2, her 4th All 
Fellows; and PDG Jack Van Etten and Lion Rich Picchi-4-C4 their 5th All Fellows.  
 
A special word of appreciation to all of these dedicated Lions. 
 
We continue to offer the Al Ohrmund Supporter Award. It is an attractive six (6) inch 
collector’s plate in Lions colors with our Foundation emblem.  Since its inception 176 of these 
have been awarded. 
 
Thank you on behalf of the Foundation and the students who receive our scholarships for all 
contributions, large and small. 
 
The Foundation is continuing the priority of revitalizing the Bequest Club.  Members of this 
special Club are Lions or individuals who name the Foundation as a benefactor in their will or 
trust.  This can be accomplished by simply informing the Foundation office in writing that this 
has occurred.  No amount needs to be mentioned.  You will be presented with an attractive 
Bequest Club pin and certificate.  
 
The Foundation’s “Supporter Patch” program, which was launched fourteen (14) years ago, 
continues to be a great way for Lions, Clubs, and Districts to support the Foundation.  As you 
know, for a donation of $100.00, a Supporter Patch is awarded and each year that an additional 
donation of $100.00 is made, a year Chevron is sent to be placed under the Patch on a District 
or Club Banner or on an individual’s jacket or vest. 
 



The Foundation also asks you to designate our Foundation if you order from Amazon Smile.  
We continue to collect used cell phones and used PC ink jet cartridges and are currently 
locating a new recycling partner. The amount received for items recycled will be credited to the 
individual Districts. 
 
Thanks to all Lions, Clubs, and Districts who have made contributions during these 
difficult financial times for all of us.  We really need your continued support in the final 
months of our fiscal year to provide the scholarships we will be awarding during this 
contest year. 
 
If we wish to continue the awarding of scholarships in the MD-4 Student Speakers Contest 
Program, which was started eighty-five (85) years ago, we must raise the awareness of the 
funds needed to continue this excellent program. 
 
The experiences the students receive in participating in competitive public speaking, and the 
scholarships they receive, help them to obtain their goals. 
 
Remember that the Foundation’s scholarships assist the participating students to become “Our 
Leaders of Tomorrow”. 
 
I welcome your comments and questions. 
 
It is my honor to continue my service as Foundation President. 
 
 
PDG Chris Ohrmund 
Foundation President 
 
 
 
Foundation Office: 
331 Spur Trail Avenue 
Walnut, CA 91789 
 
P.S.  A word to all DGEs – Please, when you appoint a SSF District Trustee, choose a 
Lion who “cares” about the Student Speakers Program and Foundation and will be a 
great representative for both.   
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The Lions Fourth District Student Speakers Foundation, Inc.  is now 
registered as a Charitable Organization on: 

 

amazonsmile 
You shop.  Amazon gives 

 

Why is this a big deal? 
 
If you spend any money ordering from Amazon you can now direct .5% of 
your purchase to the Foundation. 
 

How do I get signed up? 
 
Simply login to smile.amazon.com and pick the Lions Fourth District 
Student Speakers Foundation, Inc. as your organization and all your future 
purchases will be credited to the Foundation, as long as you go into 
“Amazon Smile”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Speaker Contest versus the Student Speaker Foundation 
History 

The Student Speaker Contest started in 1937 by DG Fred Smith, who later became International 

President.  It was picked up as an MD4 contest in 1938.  The purpose of the original contest was 

to give the districts something in common to do which would bring them closer together as one 

unit.   

 

During the early years, the students would receive desk set, savings bonds, typewriters, etc. to 

help them with their first year of college. 

 

Seeing that the awards to the winners were not adequate, The Student Speaker Foundation 

was formed in 1960 by IP Fred Smith, PID Dwight Stanford and PDG Don Snyder.  The 

Foundation responsibility was to raise funds to help support the speaking contest for District 

and higher levels.  Today, the Foundation gives out $103,500 each year to the District, Area and 

State winner. 

Misconceptions 

The Foundation is the same as the Contest. 

 No, the Student Speakers Contest Committees organize the contests and governs them 

at the various levels.  They select the topics to be given to the current Council of Governors to 

identify what the topic will be for each year.  They also provide the rules and guidelines on how 

the contest is to be completed.  The Foundation exists only to provide funds for the 

college/university scholarships given to the winners of the District, Areas, and MD-4 contest. 

 

The Foundation provides funds for all levels of the contest. 

 No, each Club is responsible for the funds given at the club contest level.  Each District is 

responsible for the funds given at Zone and Regional area contest winners.  The Foundation is 

responsible for the scholarships given at the District, Areas and MD-4 contests. 

 

Clubs, Zones, Regions and District may give the contestants other awards or gifts after the 

contest. 

No, any other donation or award that is given to the student will disqualify the student from 

further participation in the contest. 

 

What are the Scholarships awarded? 

At the Club level, the winner will receive $100 with each contestant receiving $25. 

At the Zone level, only the winner will receive $150. 

At the Region level, only the winner will receive $250. 

At the District level, the winner will receive $ 4,500. 

At the Area level, the winner will receive $ 6,500. 

At the State level, the winner will receive $ 10,000. 

 



At the first three levels, the funds are given to the students, but from the District thru State, the 

student must send a request letter, along with proof of enrollment before scholarship funds are 

sent.  The funds are sent to the school not the student. 

 

How are these funds raised? 

At the Zone and Region level contest, it is up to each District to raise these funds.     

For the District, Area and State level contest, we have several ways that we can support the 

Foundation. 

1. By personal and club donations 

2. By memorial gifts to honor departed Lions and friends 

3. By gifts of property, stocks or bonds 

4. By including the foundation in your will by joining the Bequest Club. 

5. By purchasing one of the Foundations Fellowships … named to honor distinguished Lions 

who have been instrumental in the formation and operation of the Foundation.  

a. Fred Smith Fellow - $500 

b. Don Snyder Fellow - $400 

c. Dwight Sanford Fellow - $300 

d. Al Ohrmund Supporter Award - $250 

e. Harry Aslan Fellow - $200 

f. Foundation patch or Year chevron- $100 

 

Why do we support the Student Speaker Foundation? 

 It is an investment in the future leaders of our country and a unique way to support the 

youth of our community and encourage their further education. 

 

For further information on the Foundation, contact your District’s Trustee or PDG Chris 

Ohrmund, Foundation President. 
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